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Jun. 13.        472.    From Tej   Chand,  Raja  of Burdwan.   During
the time of the Nazims (the Nawalbs of Bengal) the revenue
of the chakla of Burdwan was fixed  at Us.  30915S000 but
only about 25 lakhs per year were actually paid,    From
1167 to 1182 Bengali (1660-76 A. D.) the chakla remained
under the direct management of the Company. During these
16 years his father, the late Eaja Tilok Chand, supported
himself and a host of dependents on the mwshdhara granted
to  him personally and the allowance given to him for the
upkeep of his naqdi1 troops and the excess profits from the
foorhi mahals 2 and the like.    These sources of his income
were never touched by the Company's officers in the course
of those 16 years and the "Raja continued to enjoy them..
But when the settlement was made with him (the writer)
in 1188 Bengali (1781-2 A. D.) he was required to pay
Rs, 4,93,700 over and aboTe the assessment of 1186 Bengali
(1779-80).    Consequently   all   the   allowances and   con-
cessions granted to his late father have gone to the pay-
ment of the revenue and he has nothing left for his subsis-
tence.
It may be urged that in the settlement of 1188 there was-
a general increase in the amount of the revenue throughout
Bengal. But there is an essential difference between the
conditions of Burdwan and those of the other zamindaris9
like Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Krishnagar3 and Birbhum. The-
previous assessment of the latter estates "were underesti-
mated. Hence, the slight rise afterwards did not matter
much as even after the increase there was a clear margin
left.
It was a time-honoured custom in the zamindari of
Burdwan that the ryots paid l/12th of the regular revenue
extra on the occasion of marriages in the zamindar's family
and similarly there was a.nother levy for the repair of the-
fort. But when the records fell into the hands of the Eng-
lish gentlemen they also calculated these items in fixing the-
1 P, retainers who received their salary in cash.
3 MaJtaU allotted for the maintenance of the Rands of Burdwan.
* The Zamindari of Nadia.